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If 2018 left your head spinning, then “buckle up” as life becomes “bumpier” in 2019. Politicians, 
Economists, Academics and Business Leaders foresee an accelerated shift in world order, 
economic uncertainty and increasing levels of social anxiety and unrest. It’s against this rather 
bleak outlook we’re sharing our view on the challenges and opportunities in the year ahead. 

Economic Uncertainty 

It is not a question of “if” we are to experience a global economic downturn; 
moreover, it’s a question of “when, how bad and for how long will it last”? A 
transition of leadership across Europe, Brexit and the continuing rise of 
popularist politics adds to a growing sense of anxiety and unrest. All at a time 
when governments and individuals manage record levels of debt, and when 
significant investments in education and training are required. 

Watch for those organisations optimising the opportunities afforded by significant 
advancements in technology while investing in upskilling and retraining its people. It will be 
those organisations that not only survive a downturn, but emerge stronger. 

Transformational Leadership 

We’ll begin our look at 2019 by highlighting the transformational leadership 
skills required as “Gen Z” begins to influence the workplace in significant 
numbers. Increasingly leaders will seek guidance enabling them to become 
more inclusive, engaging, and as recognised developers of young talent and 
innovation. Leaders who fail to “disrupt themselves” will fail to attract and 
retain talent in a workplace increasingly short of skilled resource. 

Watch for Milestone in 2019 where we’ll address how D2D Group can enable the transformation 
and functioning of your leadership team and in turn your business results. 

Artificial Intelligence 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology is now poised to transform every 
industry just as electricity did 100 years ago. By 2030, AI will create an 
estimated $13 trillion of global GDP growth. While AI has created 
tremendous value in leading technologies such as Google, Baidu, Facebook 
etc., much of the new wave of value add will extend far beyond the 
software sector.  

Again, it is not a question of “if” AI is going to impact business, it’s a 
question of how organisations optimise the possibilities AI provides. The combination of 
Machine and Deep Learning with AI will become integral across all industry sectors and social 
needs. Pioneering work is already underway in healthcare, manufacturing, education and 
mobility.  

Watch for those organisations developing and deploying an AI strategy; building an AI team that 
implements an internal and external communication channel, AI training at all levels of the 
organisation and executes a single pilot project to establish credibility and build momentum. 
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Connected Technology 

The launch of 5G differs significantly to previous generations. The inclusion 
wireless technologies such as NB-IoT, sub-6GH and mmWave, means the 
possibility for 5G applications are far broader than previous generations. 5G is 
a competitive race beyond carriers within a region, rather between countries. 
Consequently, 5G will be launched by carriers across almost every region in a 
single year. Industry research suggests full coverage deployment will take 
place twice as fast as 4G (which required a decade to provide near-global 
coverage). 

There will be no meaningful advancement of autonomous driving or connected services without 
first obtaining a thorough understanding of automotive grade operating platforms connecting 
both the internal mechanical and vehicle electronic units as well as external infrastructures and 
third-party portals. 

One to Watch - Byton 

With its new Nanjing production facility, $500 
million of additional funding and a commitment to 
the first of its new M-Byte model range being 
available in China at the end of 2019, we predict 
Byton to be the "one to watch" in the year-ahead. 

At a time when so many auto-tech start-ups flatter 
to deceive, Byton seems set to be - as it claims - 
"The fastest car on the data highway”.  

With a starting price of $45,000, the M-Byte crossover 
comes with 71-Kilowatt-hour battery pack delivering an 
estimated range of 249 miles with 250 horse power and 
295 pound-feet of torque. Beyond the power and 
efficiency of its all electric powertrain, Byton will define 
standards for connected mobility with multiple and fully 
integrated flat antennas providing 1000 Mbit/s. Onboard 
programmable SIM cards, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, NFC and 
shared connectivity will, as Byton claims "be the fastest 
and most reliably connected vehicle on the data 
highway" making  Byton the D2D Group "one to watch" in 2019. 

Milestone 2018 

In closing this second edition of Milestone, we'd like to pass 
on our thanks for your continued encouragement and 
support.  As with all new ventures, forming our own 
business comes with risk, but as the saying goes “no risk, no 
fun”!   

With that in mind, we’ll sign-off 2018 by extending seasons 
greetings and our hope for lots of fun in 2019. 

- D2D Group
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